To: Members of the Media
From: Maryland Association of Counties (MACo)
Re: Invitation to Attend the 2018 MACo Summer Conference
The Maryland Association of Counties invites members of the media to attend the MACo Summer
Conference, August 15-18, 2018, at the Roland Powell Convention Center in Ocean City, Maryland.
The conference is themed “Water, Water Everywhere!” and will focus on everything from the health
of the Bay and Maryland’s waterways to the infrastructure, treatment, and regulations that ensure
safe and healthy water flows through our pipes, county governments are keeping our residents
afloat.
Also on the agenda, among many other topics, are crisis communication, water crises, water
recreation, Conducting Effective Meetings, Kirwan 2.0, and a gubernatorial forum. The conference
schedule, descriptions of the educational sessions, and a listing of confirmed exhibitors can be found
at www.mdcounties.org/MACoCon.
•

Members of the media are asked to pre-register for the conference using the Media Registration
Form (available at www.mdcounties.org/SC18PressRegistration). There is no fee for members of
the media to attend the conference or visit the Exhibit Halls. However, if you plan on attending
any of the meal events, tickets are required and can be purchased by either using the
registration form included in this packet or onsite at the MACo Registration Desk.

•

Upon your arrival at the conference, please check-in at the MACo Registration Desk to receive
your Press Badge and conference program.

•

To schedule interviews with MACo Board Members or staff or to obtain information pertaining
to the conference please contact MACo Member Services Director Virginia White at
vwhite@mdcounties.org or call 410.269.0043.

•

You can also visit our website (www.mdcounties.org/MACoCon) to learn more about the
schedule, educational topics, meetings and briefings, speakers, and other events.

We hope you will join us for our Summer Conference in Ocean City.

169 Conduit Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
410.269.0043 BALT/ANNAP ◆ 301.261.1140 WASH DC ◆ 410.268.1775 FAX
www.mdcounties.org

NEWS RELEASE - FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
August 8, 2018
Contact: Virginia White, Member Services Director | 410.269.0043 | vwhite@mdcounties.org
Annapolis, MD (08/08/2018) – The annual Maryland Association of Counties (MACo) Summer
Conference will explore all the ways county governments work with water. The conference theme is
“Water, Water Everywhere,” and it will be held at the Roland Powell Convention Center in Ocean City,
MD from Aug. 15 through Aug. 18, 2018.
Approximately 2,500 representatives from county government, state government, and commercial
companies across Maryland—as well as representatives from seven different states and the District—
will convene at MACo’s Summer Conference. Attendees will discover best practices, learn about county
solutions, and explore potential partnerships through three general sessions, more than 30 educational
sessions, a 250-booth tradeshow, a 60-booth technology expo, and six networking events.
MACo’s Summer Conference will begin Wednesday, Aug. 15, with the Tech Expo. Open from 11 am
until 4 pm, technology innovations will be showcased through an exhibit show and sessions covering
small cells, cybersecurity, and biotech. The 60 companies exhibiting at the Tech Expo will bring live
demonstrations of technology products including: 3-D printers, body cameras, virtual reality
demonstrations, speed cameras, and more. Attendees will see demos of software to help with data
storage, safe and secure digital record-keeping, and cybersecurity.
Following the Tech Expo is the larger two-day, 250-booth tradeshow on Thursday and Friday. The
tradeshow gives organizations the opportunity to showcase their potential solutions for county
government challenges. When attendees aren’t exploring the exhibit hall, they are attending MACo’s
educational sessions. The 30+ sessions will discuss legislative and governance issues around water and
the many ways that counties serve Maryland’s residents. Public health, the environment, the economy,
parks and recreation, tourism, budgeting, infrastructure, and stormwater regulations are just a few of
the topics to be discussed.
“MACo’s Summer Conference is the best way for anyone involved in local government to stay up-todate on the issues facing Maryland’s counties,” said MACo President and Anne Arundel Council Vice
Chair, Jerry Walker. “We are proud to showcase a variety of hot topic sessions. We’re talking about
water – which really touches everything in Maryland – but we’re also talking about open government,
budgeting, school construction, Next-Gen 911 – there’s really something for everyone at MACo’s
conference!”
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One highly-anticipated conference highlight is the Town Hall Forum with U.S. Senator Ben Cardin on
Friday morning of the conference. The forum will focus on Federal issues affecting county
governments.
New to the conference this year will be a live recording of MACo’s podcast, The Conduit Street Podcast.
U.S. Representative Dutch Ruppersberger, a MACo Past President, will be featured as the guest for this
live interview session. Additionally, State Treasurer Nancy Kopp will speak at the Women of MACo
Luncheon and Attorney General Brian Frosh will moderate a panel discussion on water law.
Another new offering is the Ready, Set, Grow! Procurement Connections Workshop. This workshop,
hosted by the Governor’s Office of Small, Minority & Women Business Affairs, will help small
businesses navigate the state and local procurement processes.
Networking events at the conference include the Taste of Maryland Reception, MACo’s Governor’s
Cabinet Reception, and the Crab Feast. The Closing Address and Gubernatorial Forum will feature
Governor Larry Hogan, as he gives his thoughts on state and county policy issues.
“The Maryland Association of Counties’ summer meeting is a time-honored tradition where
Maryland’s leaders come together to hear directly from the local jurisdictions they were elected to
serve,” commented Governor Hogan. “The work MACo does representing its members, from Western
Maryland to the Lower Shore, is incredibly important in ensuring every region of our state has a seat at
the table, and is something I have taken extremely seriously for four years as governor. That
commitment will never change. MACo is a true laboratory of common sense, bipartisan solutions, and
any serious candidate for statewide office would make addressing its membership a priority.”
The conference will adjourn on Saturday following the Governor’s closing address.
-ENDAbout the Maryland Association of Counties (MACo): MACo is a non-profit and non-partisan
organization that serves Maryland county governments by articulating their needs and ideas to the
Maryland General Assembly. The Association’s membership is composed of county elected officials
and representatives from Maryland’s 23 counties and Baltimore City. MACo’s members determine
Association policy and positions on executive and legislative proposals through an elected Board of
Directors and Legislative Committee. Through MACo’s advocacy, training, education programs, and
annual conferences, members are provided with endless opportunities to increase their capacity to
serve their residents.

Note to Members of the Press: You are invited to attend the conference. You may obtain press
materials via www.mdcounties.org/SC18PressRegistration.

Registration Form

Registration proudly

Press

sponsored by:

MACo Summer Conference | August 15-18, 2018 | Roland Powell Convention Center, Ocean City, MD
Name: ___________________________________________________________________________ Nick name for badge:____________________________________
First

MI

Last

Organization: _____________________________________________________________________ Title: __________________________________________________
Mailing Address: __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: _____________________________________________________________________________ State: __________________________ Zip: ________________
Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________________________ Twitter Handle: _______________________________________
Guest name (for paid guest registrations only) _________________________________________________________________________________________________

MEDIA RATES

After 8/3/18

Full Registration (Includes all conference sessions and meal functions)

❑ $455

Guest Registration (Includes Exhibit Hall, 1 Taste of MD Reception & 1 Crab Feast ticket)

❑ $205

Wednesday Meetings (Includes sessions only—order meal tickets separately)

❑ FREE

Thursday Meetings (Includes sessions only—order meal tickets separately)

❑ FREE

Friday Meetings (Includes sessions only—order meal tickets separately)

❑ FREE

Saturday Meetings (Includes sessions only—order meal tickets separately)

❑ FREE

MEAL TICKETS (for daily registrations or family guests)
Wednesday Boxed Lunch

__ $15

Thursday Lunch

__ $25

Thursday Ice Cream & Fruit Break

__ $10

Thursday Taste of Maryland Reception - Adult (21 and over)

__ $55

Friday Lunch

__ $25

Friday Crab Feast - Adult

__ $65

Friday Crab Feast - 11 - 17 years old

__ $20

Friday Crab Feast - 10 & Under

__ FREE
Total Due: _____________

Cancellations/Changes and Refunds: Fees will be refunded, less a $75.00 processing fee, if cancellation or change resulting in a refund is received in writing no
later than July 13, 2018. After that date, fees are non-refundable. All refunds will be processed after the conference. Substitutions are allowed at no charge.

PAYMENT METHOD Check or Money Order payable to MACo. Your confirmation/receipt will be emailed to the email address on this form.
Please check appropriate box: ❑ Check ❑ VISA ❑ MasterCard (American Express not accepted)
Card #: ________________________________________________________________ Security Code: __________Exp. Date: _________________
Billing Address (Street, City, State, and Zip Code—REQUIRED): _____________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature ________________________________________________ Print Cardholder Name: ____________________________________________
Questions? avalliant@mdcounties.org. Phone: 410.269.0043 FAX: 410.268.1775
Please mail or fax completed registration form with payment to: MACo, Attn: Allison Valliant, 169 Conduit Street, Annapolis, MD 21401
MACo Office Use Only

Date Paid _______________________ Check or PO Number _________________________________________ Amount _____________________________________

Policies & Procedures
A

‐H

P

MACo is commi ed to ensuring a safe and welcoming
environment for all par cipants at MACo’s Summer Conference.
Please read the full an ‐harassment policy, available at
www.mdcoun es.org/An HarassmentPolicy.
MACo expects all par cipants at MACo’s Summer Conference to
abide by this An ‐Harassment Policy in all venues, including
ancillary events and oﬃcial and unoﬃcial social gatherings.
 Exercise considera on and integrity in your speech and
ac ons
 Do not use demeaning, discriminatory, or harassing
behavior and speech
 Be respec ul of your surroundings and of your fellow
par cipants
 Alert MACo staﬀ if you no ce harassment
IF YOU ARE BEING HARASSED, NOTICE THAT SOMEONE ELSE IS
BEING HARASSED, OR HAVE ANY OTHER CONCERNS, CONTACT
VIRGINIA WHITE AT 301‐659‐0311. All reports are conﬁden al.

R
General Policies
 Registra on DOES NOT include hotel reserva ons.
Registrants must make their own hotel reserva ons
MACo provides a list of discounted hotel room rates for
Summer Conference registrants (see previous page)
 Registra on fees include meal ckets as listed on the
registra on form. Meal ckets are not included for
one‐day registra ons; meal ckets may be purchased with
a daily registra on, but only for meals occurring on that day
 Payment MUST accompany registra on. Registra ons
received prior to payment will not be processed un l
payment is received. Amount due will be determined by
postmark date on payment—NO EXCEPTIONS
 Guest registra ons are intended for the spouse or family
guests of registered a endees. Business partners,
coworkers, associates, clients, etc., do not qualify for this
registra on and must register separately. MACo reserves
the right to refuse the guest registra on rate to any
registrant if it is being abused
Cancella ons/Changes and Refunds
 If a wri en request for cancella on or change resul ng in a
refund is received by July 13, 2018, fees will be refunded,
less a $75.00 processing fee. A er that date, fees are non‐
refundable
 Subs tu ons are accepted at no charge
 On‐site transfers of registra on, except in cases of extreme
emergencies, will result in a $150 charge

Please contact Virginia White at vwhite@mdcoun es.org or at
410.269.0043 if you have ques ons about these policies and
procedures
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 Elected Oﬃcials Breakfast – Only County Elected Oﬃcials
(County Execu ves, County Council Members, and County
Commissioners) registered to a end the Conference are
given ckets to this event
 Lunches, Ice Cream & Fruit Break, Taste of Maryland
Recep on, and Crab Feast – These are cketed events.
Tickets are included in full registra ons, but extra ckets
may be purchased in addi on to full registra ons or one‐
day registra ons for the same day. Tickets may not be
purchased without a registra on for that same day. Guest
registra ons include the Taste of Maryland Recep on and
Crab Feast – no lunches are included with the guest
registra on, but lunch ckets may be purchased in addi on
to a Guest registra on

P
Registra on
 Members of the press are welcome to a end the MACo
Summer Conference, but must register to do so
 Press registra ons are complimentary, however meal
ckets are not included. Meal ckets may be purchased
separately
 Please ﬁll out the press registra on form available at
www.mdcoun es.org
Videotaping
 Videotaping is not permi ed in any of MACo’s private
mee ngs or cketed meal events. Videotaping is permi ed
in all of the common areas inside the Roland Powell
Conven on Center; this does not include educa onal
sessions, mee ng rooms, or cketed meal events. We ask
that you kindly coordinate with MACo if you would like to
videotape in any of the common areas in order to avoid
conges on in hallways
 If members of the press wish to videotape an educa onal
session, they must send a request to Virginia White at
vwhite@mdcoun es.org by July 27, 2018. MACo must
obtain waivers from all speakers involved before a session
may be taped
Requests for Interviews
 Members of the press desiring to interview MACo’s
leadership must send a scheduling request to Virginia
White at vwhite@mdcoun es.org by July 27, 2018

D
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By registering for the conference, MACo conference a endees
agree that their a endance at and par cipa on in any
program may be recorded. No individual or en ty may
electronically record any por on of any MACo conference
without prior wri en consent from MACo.
By a ending the events, sessions, and ac vi es, conference
registrants agree that their photograph may be used in MACo
communica ons, social media, and promo onal materials.

www.mdcoun es.org/MACoCon

Hotels

MACo Summer

Conference | August 15‐18, 2018 | Ocean City, Maryland

There is no headquarters hotel for the MACo Summer Conference. Listed below are discounted rates for MACo conference participants. Taxes additional.
You must ask for the Maryland Association of Counties or MACo rate when making your reservation! Call‐in reservations only.
Make your hotel reservations early. You can always cancel later, but reserve now to guarantee a room at these low rates!
Conference sessions, meetings, and events are held at the Roland Powell Convention Center: 4001 Coastal Hwy (40th Street), Ocean City, MD 21842
Weekday = Sunday night through Thursday night. Weekend = Friday and Saturday nights. Check with hotels for check‐in/check‐out times.
SCAM ALERT: The only conference hotel room rates nego ated by MACo appear on this page and you must call the hotels directly.
Anyone claiming to be a housing bureau or other organiza on oﬀering deeper discounts or reserva on services
for the MACo Summer Conference is a scammer and should be reported to the local authori es.

BEST WESTERN
55th Street & Coastal Hwy | 443.664.4001
Rates: Double Queen Weekday‐$169.95,
Weekend‐$249.95; Double Queen Suite
Weekday‐$189.95, Weekend‐$269.95
(3‐night minimum for Saturday stays)
Must mention Group #2028 for discounted rates
Rate Deadline: 7/16/2018
http://www.bestwesternocsuites.com

GRAND HOTEL
21st Street & Boardwalk | 800.447.6779
Rates: City View Weekday‐$250, Weekend‐$299;
Partial View Weekday‐$269, Weekend‐$329;
Direct Ocean Front Weekday‐$309, Weekend‐$369
Rate Deadline: 7/16/2018
http://www.grandhoteloceancity.com

HAMPTON INN & SUITES
43rd Street & Coastal Hwy | 410.524.6263
Rates: Double City View Weekday‐$249,
CASTLE IN THE SAND
Weekend‐$319; Double Bayfront Weekday‐$259,
37th Street & Atlantic Ave | 410.289.6846
Weekend‐$329 Rate Deadline: 6/28/2018
Rates: Oceanfront Efficiency Weekday‐$319;
(2‐night minimum for weekend stays)
Weekend‐$339; Oceanfront Standard
Weekday‐$275, Weekend‐$295; Bayview Standard NOTE: Dial “0”—NOT 1 or 2 for reservations—
Weekday‐$259, Weekend‐$279 (2 night minimum) to receive the discounted rates.
Rate Deadline: 6/4/2018
http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com
http://www.castleinthesand.com
HOWARD JOHNSON OCEANFRONT INN
24th Street & Boardwalk | 800.926.1122
CLARION RESORT FONTAINEBLEU HOTEL
Rates: Poolside‐$199; Oceanfront‐$259
101st Street & Oceanfront | 800.638.2100
Rate Deadline: none
Rates: Double Queen‐$285; Executive King‐$305;
http://www.hjoceanfrontinn.com
Studio King‐$315; Cabana‐$335;
1‐Bedrm Condo‐$325; 2‐Bedrm Condo‐$425;
HOWARD JOHNSON OCEANFRONT PLAZA
3‐Bedrm Condo‐$495 Rate Deadline: 7/17/2018
12th Street & Boardwalk | 800.926.1122
http://www.clarionoc.com
Rates: Standard‐$209; Ocean View‐$249;
Oceanfront‐$269 Rate Deadline: none
COMFORT INN GOLD COAST
112th Street & Oceanfront | 410.524.3000
http://www.hjoceanfrontplaza.com
Rates: Double Weekday‐$179, Weekend‐$239.
HILTON SUITES OCEANFRONT
Waterview: +$10, King: +$20
32nd Street & Oceanfront | 410.289.6444
Rate Deadline: 7/15/2018
Rate:
$539 Rate Deadline: 6/21/2018
http://www.comfortinngoldcoast.com
http://www1.hilton.com
DAYS INN OCEANFRONT
HOLIDAY INN HOTEL & SUITES
23rd Street & Boardwalk | 800.926.1122
17th Street & Boardwalk | 866.627.8483
Rates: Poolside‐$199; Oceanfront‐$259
Rate:
$454 Rate Deadline: 6/21/2018
Rate Deadline: none
http://www.ocmdhotels.comocsuites
http://www.daysinnboardwalk.com

SOLD OUT

DOUBLETREE BY HILTON
33rd Street & Oceanfront| 410.283.1234
Rates: $369‐$409 Rate Deadline: 6/21/2018
http://www.doubletreeoceancity.com
DUNES MANOR HOTEL
2800 Baltimore Ave | 800.523.2888
Rates: Oceanfront Standard (2 double beds)
Weekday‐$325, Weekend‐$389
Rate Deadline: 7/15/2018
http://www.dunesmanor.com
FENWICK INN
138th Street & Coastal Hwy | 410.250.1100
Rates: Two Beds‐$179; One King‐$189
Rate Deadline: 7/17/2018
Must mention Group 1808MC for discounted rates
http://www.fenwickinn.com

HOLIDAY INN OCEANFRONT
67th Street & Coastal Hwy | 800.837.3588
Rates: Eastern Oceanfront‐$329;
South Ocean View‐$319; Garden View‐$299
Rate Deadline: 6/21/2018
http://www.holidayinnoceanfront.com

PRINCESS ROYALE HOTEL
91st Street & Coastal Hwy | 1.800.476.9253
Rates: Ocean/Pool View Suite Weekday‐$293,
Weekend‐$314 Rate Deadline: 7/13/2018
http://www.princessroyale.com
RESIDENCE INN MARRIOTT
300 Seabay Lane (61st Street) | 410.723.2122
Rates: King Studio or Double Queen Studio‐$349
Rate Deadline: 7/14/2018
http://www.marriott.comhotels/travel/sbyro‐
residence‐inn‐ocean‐city
SEA BAY HOTEL
61st Street & Coastal Hwy | 410.524.6100
Rates: Double Standard Weekday‐$139.95,
Weekend‐$239.95; King Weekday‐$149.95,
Weekend, $249.95
(2‐night minimum for Saturday stays)
Must mention Group #9515 for discounted rates
Rate Deadline: 7/16/2018
http://www.seabayhotel.com
THE EDGE HOTEL, FAGER’S ISLAND
201 60th St & Coastal Hwy | 410.524.5400
Rates: (all are full Bay View suites—adults only)
Regular Weekday‐$388, Weekend‐$468;
Grand Weekday‐$410, Weekend‐$485 (add second
bedroom for $150 per night); North Weekday‐
$435, Weekend‐$495; Penthouse Weekday‐$445,
Weekend‐$515 Rate Deadline: none
http://www.fagers.comhotels/lighthouse‐suites
THE LIGHTHOUSE CLUB HOTEL, FAGER’S ISLAND
201 56th St & Coastal Hwy | 410.524.5400
Rates: (all are 2nd‐level suites—adults only)
Bay View Weekday‐$395, Weekend‐$470;
Half Bay View Weekday‐$385, Weekend‐$450;
Wetland View Weekday‐$375, Weekend‐$430
Rate Deadline: none
http://www.fagers.comhotels/lighthouse‐suites
QUALITY INN OCEANFRONT
54th Street & Coastal Hwy | 800.837.3586
Rates: $269‐$314 Rate Deadline: 6/21/2018
http://www.ocmdhotels.comqioceanfront

PRINCESS BAYSIDE BEACH HOTEL
48th Street & Coastal Hwy | 888.622.9743
Rates: Standard Weekday‐$163, Weekend‐$259;
Deluxe Efficiency Weekday‐$181, Weekend‐$299;
Bayfront Efficiency Weekday‐$226, Weekend‐$309
(2‐night minimum for Saturday stays)
Rate Deadline: 7/7/2018
http://www.princessbayside.com

Need more MACo Summer Conference details? Visit www.mdcounties.org/MACoCon

Golf Tournament Form
Wednesday, August 15 ‐ Ocean City Golf Club
11401 Country Club Drive, Berlin, MD 21811

410.641.1779

Check In 7:30 am ‐ Shotgun Start 9:00 am ‐ SCRAMBLE
$75 ‐ MACo Member ‐ County government and Corporate Partners
$90 ‐ Non‐Member ‐ All other government & commercial
YOU MUST BE A CONFERENCE ATTENDEE, SPONSOR, OR EXHIBITOR TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GOLF TOURNAMENT

Choose your own foursome or we can do it for you! You are responsible for ﬁnding your own
replacement if you cancel a er registra on. Direc ons and teams will be emailed to you a week prior
to the Golf Tournament. Be sure to include your email below.

Completely ﬁll out informa on for EACH golfer below.

Send Form
and
Payment to:
MACo
169 Conduit St.
Annapolis, MD
21401
Fax Number:
410.268.1775

Ques ons?
NICOLETTE
QUERRY
410.269.0043
nquerry@
mdcoun es.org

Your Name: _________________________________ Title: ____________________
Company Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ________
Telephone: _________________________ Fax: ____________________________
email: ______________________________________________________________
Player 2: ___________________________________ Title: ____________________
Company Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ________
Telephone: _________________________ Fax: ____________________________
email: ______________________________________________________________
Player 3: ___________________________________ Title: ____________________
Company Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ________
Telephone: _________________________ Fax: ____________________________
email: ______________________________________________________________
Player 4: ___________________________________ Title: ____________________
Company Name: ______________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
City: _______________________________ State: _______________ Zip: ________
Telephone: _________________________ Fax: ____________________________
email: ______________________________________________________________

PAYMENT: No refunds. Your registra on will NOT be processed without a COMPLETED FORM & PAYMENT.
Sorry, we do not take AMEX. FULL BILLING ADDRESS REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PAYMENTS
Fax to 1.410.268.1775 or email to nquerry@mdcoun es.org or mail to 169 Conduit St, Annapolis, MD 21401
CARD#: ____________________________________________________________________ EXPIRATION DATE: __________
SECURITY CODE #: ____________________ BILLING ADDERESS: _________________________________________________
CARDHOLDER NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________
SIGNATURE: (Required) ________________________________________________________________________________
MACo USE ONLY:
DATE PAID: ___________________ CHECK NUMBER _____________________ AMOUNT PAID: _______________________

